The evidence supports the view that the formation of the Chinese antiStalinist Communist Opposition was triggered by the activities of Soviet Stalinists who insisted in the autumn of 1926 on drawing Chinese students at Soviet international schools into their struggle against the Trotskyist minority in the Bolshevik Party. Until then, there were no supporters of the Opposition among the Chinese Communists either in China or in Russia, for the simple reason that they knew nothing about the debate. By October 1926, the Bolshevik Central Committee had decided to spread the struggle to the international schools. In the 1920s, Chinese revolutionaries studied at a number of these schools, including the Communist University of the Toilers of the East (established in April 1921), Sun Yat-sen University of the Toilers of China (opened in November 1925; in September 1928, it was renamed the Communist University of the Toilers of China), the International Lenin School (set up in 1925), and some others. Most were students at Sun Yat-sen University, where the rector was Karl Radek, a prominent Oppositionist. In 1919, Radek was a co-organiser of the Comintern and until 1923 worked as a secretary of this international organisation. Then he joined Trotsky in his struggle against Stalin and was dismissed from the office. He was rector of Sun Yat-sen University from 1925 until 1927 and considered by many in the Comintern as an expert in Chinese
